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Intreduction:

The Advent season is special. It's filled with hope and expectation. In this season we
prepare our hearts and minds for the coming of Jesus Christ as we rememher His hirth. At
the same time, we look ahead to His second Advent, or His second coming.

The word “advent” is defined as “the arrival of a notahle person, thing, or event.” For
Christ-followers, it's the arrival of Jesus Christ. The season of Advent lasts for four
Sundays leading up to Christmas. This year, it hegins on Sunday, Decemhber 1. In this
guide, we encourage you to come together with family or friends each Sunday, or
throughout the week, to rememher what this season is all ahout.

How- to. Upe TRip Guide.:
Gother:

We encourage you to gather as a family each Sunday evening (or whenever is convenient
for gou) during this Advent season. Make the time special and make it a priority.

At tz top of each week’s section is a QR code you can scan. This will take you to a song.

Feel free to sing along or just listen.

Reod:

Read through the Scriptures and devotional provided for that week. Allow each family
member to share their thoughts or ask questions.

Proy:

End yBur time together with a prayer. You can read the one provided or make up your own.

Toke Action:

Each week also has an action step. You can plan when and how you will participate in
these action steps.

Overall, remember that there are no strict rules when it comes to this Advent Guide. This is

a resource to help you gather as a family so you can rememher what this season is all
ahout and look ahead with hopeful expectation of what's to come.
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- roll out hope

During the holiday season, we get to provide hope and afflrm God-given dignity to
families through Roll Out Ho e. This year, we are equlppmg parents and guardlans
with every thln they need for their own Christmas experience including gijts,
clothlng., and food. j%)r their families. What's special about Roll Out Hope is that each
gift is individualized, so that every child feels valued and loved. We also distribute the
gifts directly to the parents and guardians so that they get the opportunity to wrap
and prepare the glfts themselves and experience the gl?t of giving to their families.
Each family receives everything they need to wrap their gifts and prepare a Christmas
meal. This way each family can create their own Christmas celehration. You can

participate in Roll Out Hope hy giving financially until Decemhber 15.

@ %ﬁ'&l@ For more information, head to
- l-*_‘ - transformationchurch.tc/rollouthope
g
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Scrifiue, Rw.a(m’} SM,}

What was from the heginning, what we have heard, what we have

seen with our eyes, what we have ohserved and have touched with @Uﬁ-{&'&q@
our hands, concerning the word of life— that life was revealed,

and we have seen it and we testify and declare to you the eternal ' i

life that was with the Father and was revealed to us— what we :_lf:,

have seen and heard we also declare to you, so that you may also @ ;

have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the

Father and with His Son, Jesus Christ. -1 John 1:1-3 CSB Son of Suffermg

My little children, I am writing you these things so that you may
not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the
Father—Jesus Christ the righteous one. He Himself is the
atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not onl%éor ours, hut also for

those of the whole world. - 1John 2:1-2 C

Devetionol:

The uncomfortahle truth Christ-followers must learn to wrestle with is that, although we
are new creations in Christ, we must undergo a process known as sanctification. This
means that although we no longer carry the penalty of sin, we are still heing freed from
the power of sin. This is the reality we live with; we are learning and heing conformed into
the image of Jesus day by day. There will he times when we struggle to make the right
choice or to align our actions with our heliefs. There will he times when we make mistakes.
There will he times when we stumhle or fall.

But here is the good news: Grace not only saves us; it also sanctifies us. Grace means

there is never a moment when we can't turn to God. He is always looking at us with love

and compassion. He is always holding His arms open wide, ready to emhrace us. We may

not understand this grace, but we don't have to. We can simply helieve that it is true and

allow God to love us just as we are, knowing that He will pour out His grace on us. When

we have a true understanding of grace, we no longer heat ourselves up or heat up the

people around us. In response to God's grace, we hecome gracious as well, and little b 2
little the Holy Spirit will mold us to hecome more like Jesus. Jesus has done the work and
advocates on our hehalf; let's walk in that grace-gift.



P m#u-
{ Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—thank you for the gift of grace that allows us to he in
3% relationship with Gocl[}and in relationship with one another. As we learn to unwrap and

emhrace the gift of grace, may we hecome givers of grace as well. In Jesus’ name, amen.
Action ﬁl‘c'wi
Write down the words “Love Gives ME Grace” on a paper or sticky note and put it

somewhere you will see it every day, like your hathroom mirror or refrigerator. Each time
you see it, rememhber how much Jesus loves you, and rememher to give yourself grace too.

Netes-
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Scr«fdu,re, 4

What was from the heginning, what we have heard, what we have
seen with our eyes, what we have ohserved and have touched with
our hands, concerning the word of life—that life was revealed, and
we have seen it and we testify and declare to you the eternal life
that was with the Father anjwas revealed to us—what we have
seen and heard we also declare to you, so that you may also have

fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father :
and with His Son, Jesus Christ. - 1 John 1:1-3 CSB WWiat . Friend

So God created human heings in His own image.
In the image of God He created them;
male and female He created them. - Genesis 1:27 NLT

Derveotional:

Did you know that all people are made in God's image? This is very special! One of the
reasons this is special is hecause it means that we were created for community. Just as
God has always existed in a loving community unto Himself within the Trinity (Father,
Son, and Spirit), we were also created to live in community.

It's not a surprise that we live in a divided world. The division and hrokenness we
experience on earth happened when sin entered the world in Genesis 3. But when God sent
His Son, Jesus, down to earth to live the perfect life we couldn't live, die the death He didn't
deserve, and rise again on the third day, He had us in mind. When we say yes to Jesus, we
receive grace, mercy, and forgiveness. We also receive new life in Christ, allowing us to
have a restored relationship with God and a restored relationship with others. The hlood o{
Jesus makes us right with God (Upward), ourselves (Inward), and our neighbors (Outward).
Sin meant to divide, hut Jesus came to give us fellowship (friendship or partnership) with
God, ourselves, and God’s multiethnic, multigenerational jamily. Fellowship with God and
others is a gift that we can't just keep to ourselves; it's meant to %e shared. Similar to the
experience we have when we eat at a good restaurant and want to share it with others, we
are called to do the same thing as we share ahout Jesus. As we celehrate King Jesus, the 2
One who gives us friendship, may we he people who don't keep this good news to ourselves
but share it freely with those in our lives through the way we live and love.



Prafui

God, thank You that we don't have to do life on our own. You created us to he in fellowship
(frie ndship, partnership) with You and others. Thank You for the gift of community and for
placing us in Your multiethnic, multigenerational familvq. This Christmas season, help us
to live an inviting life, just as we have heen invited into Your greater story. Holy Spirit, show
us ways we can extend a hand of friendship to those who need it. Jesus, help us to love as
You have loved us. In Jesus’ name, amen.

. °
Write out the name or names of someone in your community, at work, or at school that
you can he intentional ahout huilding a relationship with over the next year. Take some

time to pray and ask God to hring that person to mind and to open doors for conversation
and connection in 2025.

Notes-
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Seripture Reading:

What was from the heginning, what we have heard, what we have
seen with our eyes, what we have ohserved and have touched with
our hands, concerning the word of life—that life was revealed, and
we have seen it and we testifz and declare to you the eternal life
that was with the Father and was revealed to us—what we have
seen and heard we also declare to you, so that you may also have
fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and
with His Son, Jesus Christ. -1 John 1:1-3 CSB

And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this
life is in His Son. The one who has the Son has life. The one who does not have the Son of
God does not have life. I have written these things to you who helieve in the name of the

Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life. - 1 John 5:11-13 CSB

Devetional:

The moment you say yes to Jesus you are gifted eternal life. This is not a far-off reality;
this is a here-and-now reality. Eternal life starts now. So knowing that we have new life in
Jesus, how does this change our everyday life? One way is that the Holy Spirit lives in us
and is ahle to offer guidance, comfort, and direction. The same power that raised Jesus
from the dead now lives in us. This power gives us the ahility to go out and share ahout
the Good News of Jesus with those aroung us. We live on mission with Jesus to share
God's love, grace, and mercy with a world that desperately needs it. We don't have to sit on
the sidelines. We are active participants in the Gospel mission, no matter our age,
background, ethnicity, or status.

Faith is more than helieving; faith is an action. And thanks to the new life that is ours in
Jesus, we are ahle to respond to God’s call to action so that others may experience new
and eternal life as well.

This Christmas season, pray for an opportunity to share ahout God's gift of eternal life
with someone who hasn't yet experienced it. Then, he on the lookout for ways you can
actively love others around you. Remember, the Holy Spirit will guide and empower you.



Pm#ui

God, we are thankful for the new life we get to experience in Jesus. May we live in a way
that is empowered hy the Holy Spirit so that we can he on mission with You to spread Your
love, grace, and mercy to those around us. In Jesus’ name, amen.

Think ahout a neighhor, co-worker, or school friend that you can invite to participate in

our Christmas Eve Services at Transformation Church. This is a great opportunity for them

to hear about the gift of Life that is offered through Jesus.

Notes-
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Scr«'fl‘ue,kwdmf B Cona.

What was from the heginning, what we have heard, what we j
have seen with our eyes, what we have observed and have @l”:’ @
touched with our hands, concerning the word of life—that e. '

life was revealed, and we have seen it and we testify and w,‘:‘ -,
' L]

declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father and

was revealed to us—what we have seen and heard we also n .‘.a,v ?
declare to gou, so that you may also have fellowship with @’- A f
us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with C e =
His Son, Jesus Christ. -1 John 1:1-3 CSB Joy

Though you have not seen Him, you love Him; though not
seeing Him now, you helieve in Him, and you rejoice with
inexpressible and glorious joy, hecause you are receiving the
goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

-1 Peter 1:8-9 CSB

Devefisnol:

When you think abhout the Christmas season, what brings gou{og? Mayhe it's the twinkle
of Christmas lights, a cup of hot chocolate with mini marshmallows, or your favorite
Christmas movie. While these things can hring us joy, there is an even greater joy we can
experience that surpasses our ideal day.

When God sent His Son Jesus into the world to save us from sin, death, and evil, He knew
that in Jesus we would find ultimate joy. When we say lﬁes to Jesus, we reach the goal of
our faith, as we are saved, redeemed, and reconciled hack to God. That means that our
relationship with God is repaired. Even though we do not see God, we helieve in Him and
can rejoice with inexpressihle and glorious joy hecause we are saved hy grace through
faith in Jesus. This joy described in 1 Peter ahove is a present reality, one we can live in

today.

This means that, no matter what we face, our joy is unshakahle hecause it's not placed in
situations or people that change, hut in Jesus, the One who never changes. As we
experience funﬁestivi’cies, as well as the hard and difficult moments this season can hring,
let's rejoice in the inexpressihle joy we receive in Jesus and remember that joy isn't hased
on our circumstances; it's hased on our faith in Jesus Christ.



[}
P ra#eh -
Father, thank You for giving us the gift of joy in Jesus. Your Word says that in Your S
presence there is fullness of joy (Psalm 16:11). In this Christmas season, help us to set our
elfes on You, and remind us that, while we may experience many joys around us, our
ultimate joy is found in You. No matter the circumstances, malﬁwe remember that our joy
is made complete through a relationship with You. Thank You that the joy we have in You is

unshakahle and unchanging, and that it exceeds any situation we may go through. In
Jesus’ name, amen.

Action ﬁtefv:
Take time this week to write down things that hring you joy. Mayhe it's a hot cup of coffee
in the morning or a song you like to listen to. Mayhe it's spending time outside or over a

meal with friends. Once you have your list, take time to thank God for these gifts and
acknowledge that none of these things compares to the joy found in Him.

Netes-
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Christmas Day Wee k,

[ am writing to you who are God's children j
hecause your sins have heen forgiven through Jesus. o .
ITam ertlng. to you who are ma{urg, in the fait @r&t;{!’ﬂ@
because you know Christ, who existed from the - SR &K
beginning.
I am writing to you who are young in the faith
hecause you have won your hattle with the evil one.
I have written to you who are God’s children
because you know the Father. Jesus Lamb of God
I have written to you who are mature in the faith
because you know Christ, who existed from the
beginning.
I have written to you who are young in the faith
hecause you are stron
God's word lives in gour%warts
and you have won your hattle with the evil one.

-1John 2:12-14 NLT

Devetional:

The Good News ofJesus is for everyone! No matter where you come from how old you
are, or what you've heen through, you have a place in God's family. That's why our vision
istohea mu?tlethnlc multigenerational, mission-shaped community that loves God
completely, ourselves correctly, and our neighbors compassionately. Jesus has made a
way to reconcile us to God and to one another. Now, through the Spirit's enahling power,
we get to live from a place of unity. Jesus is our peace, our joy, and our strength.
Remember to celehrate and worship Jesus on this day when we look hack and remember
His humbhle entrance into the world.




. 2
Pm#ch .
Jesus, today we celebrate Your hirth! We are grateful that You humhly came to this earth £

so that You could reconcile us to God and to one another. May we gaze on Your heauty
today and every day. In Jesus' name, amen.

Action ﬂfc'oﬁ

Take turns sharing one reason that you are grateful for the hirth of Jesus. Celehrate all the
beautiful gifts Jesus gives us!

Join us for our new series, Overcome, in 2025! Who can you invite?

Notes-

i
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DANAAVAVAY WARAVA:
About Uy -

Transformation Church is a multiethnic, multi eharatipnal, mission-shaped
community that loves God completely (U ward%, ourselves correctly (Inward), and
our neighhors compassionately (Qutward).

Scon

Ior more resources, service times, and
ocations or check out our wehsite:
transformationchurch.tc
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