Welcome

If you’ve never followed a liturgical calendar, you might be wondering
second coming of Christ.”
this Advent season we prepare our hearts and minds for the coming
of Christ as we remember His birth. We also look ahead to His second
coming.
The season of Advent lasts for four Sundays leading up to Christmas.
This year, it begins on Sunday, November 29. In this guide, we will
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Gather:

We encourage you to gather as a family each Sunday
evening (or whenever is convenient for you) during this
Advent season. Make the time special by lighting a candle
or playing some worship music.

Read:

Read through the Scriptures and devotional provided for
that week. Allow each family member to share their thoughts
or ask questions.

Pray:
End your time together with a prayer. You can read the one
provided or make up your own.

Have Fun:

Each week also has a fun family activity. You can do the
activity right then or plan for it later in the week.
Overall, remember that there are no strict rules when it
comes to this Advent guide. This is a resource to help you
gather as a family so you can remember what this season is
to come.

November 29 – First Sunday of Advent

Bible Reading:

Philippians 2:3-11

Devotional:

the One who is God, serves humanity with everything He has to offer. And in fact, He has much to offer to a dark
world. He is the light and life of humanity.
The Apostle Paul reminds us in Philippians 2, that we who walk in the likeness of Jesus are to take on Christ’s
ourselves. We do not look out for our own interests, but rather for the interests of others. This reminder sounds
Perhaps in this season of Advent your focus has been on yourself and not on the One who emptied Himself.
to the cross to suffer so that our suffering could have purpose. No matter what you are faced with today, Jesus
will not let that suffering go to waste. As we continue to confess that Jesus is Lord with our lives, He’ll continue
to get the glory in our suffering.
The suffering Servant-King invites us this advent season, to see Him, to know Him and to love Him. He reminds

Family Action Step:

At TC we’re collecting gifts and cards for Roll Out Hope! Make a
card for the moms, dads, and guardians we are serving through

about Roll Out Hope on our website.

Prayer: God, in the midst of our suffering, help us to remember there is purpose. You are the Suffering

that we could be made right with You. This Advent season help us to remember You are presently walking with
us. God, through Your Spirit’s power help us to serve others more than we serve ourselves. Amen.
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Do nothing out of
selfish ambition or
conceit, but in humility
consider others as
more important than
yourselves.

Philippians 2:3
csb

Bible Reading:
Devotional:

Mark 15:6-15

brokenness and sin of this world do not spare us from this painful reality. However,

In the Bible reading today we see Pilate at a festival where he used to release a prisoner of the people’s choice.

and daughters in the family of God. Like Barabbas, we do not deserve to be set free. Nevertheless, in Jesus’
tyranny of sin, death, and evil. This week, let’s rest in the reality that Jesus came into the world to be broken and
resurrected for our healing, restoration, and acceptance into His multiethnic, multigenerational family.

Family Action Step:

There are many people in our society who are often forgotten,

show some love to those who live in assisted living facilities. Get a puzzle and a posterboard at the store.
assisted living facility in your community.

Prayer:

Through Your resurrection, You free us from the tyranny of sin, death, and evil. Holy Spirit, allow the beauty of
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Wanting to satisfy
the crowd, Pilate
released Barabbas to
them; and after having
Jesus flogged, he
handed him over to be
crucified.

Mark 15:15
csb

Bible Reading:

Luke 5:27-32

Devotional:

and outcasts. The Pharisees believed it was unacceptable for Jesus to dine with such disgraceful individuals.
Ignoring their protestations, Jesus told the Pharisees that His mission is to be a friend to sinners and offer them
a better way to live.
Friends, this is such good news. Jesus invites people who have repeatedly missed the mark, like you and me,

brokenness, we are called to be a friend to those who have not tasted life with Jesus.

Family Action Step:

Have you received any Christmas cards in the mail? This week
pick out a Christmas card and pray for the person or family
displayed. Then write them a note letting them know you prayed for them and wishing them a Merry Christmas.
You can even draw them a picture! Mail the note this week so they get it in time for Christmas.
we praise You because You are the King of Kings. We are grateful that You enter into
Prayer: Jesus,
our mess and invite us to follow You. We don’t deserve Your love, but You ask us to be Your

friends. Help us to be a friend to others the way You are a friend to us. Through Your Spirit’s power, help us to
embody Your mission. In Your name, amen.
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Jesus replied to them,
“It is not those who
are healthy who need
a doctor, but those
who are sick. I have
not come to call the
righteous, but sinners
to repentance.”

Luke 5:31-32
csb

Bible Reading:

John 4:4-42

Devotional:

Jesus was a Jewish man, a rabbi. Typically, Jewish men had no dealings with women
or Samaritans because they were considered less than. Furthermore, this woman did not have a good reputation.
She had been taken advantage of by the various men in her life and shunned by her community. That’s why the
woman was at the well alone during the hottest part of the day. She carried so much shame with her.
The Samaritan woman went to the well because she was thirsty and needed water to drink. Jesus, however, saw
the greater need she had for living water. He knew that she needed restoration and healing. He knew that she
needed love and acceptance. He knew He could give her all that she was looking for, if she would only open
her eyes and see. Jesus was willing to break all the social rules of the day to let this woman know of the love,
life, and hope found in Him.
Are you in need of living water? Are you coming to Jesus for the living water your soul thirsts for? The apostle
has provided hope to us in the form of living water and a multiethnic family in which to live on mission for Him.
Go to Him.

Family Action Step:

It’s the last week of Advent and we have one more Christmas
card mission for you. This week make Christmas cards for our

clinic in your community where you can drop the cards off to brighten up their holiday season as they work hard
to keep people safe and healthy.
Father, when You look at us, You don’t see our mistakes or the labels others have
Prayer: Heavenly
given us. You see beneath the surface into our hearts. Thank you for providing living water for

us. Thank you for giving us Your multiethnic family, the Church, to walk with. Thank you for providing Your Son,
Jesus, to unite us. Thank you for sending Your Spirit to guide us. Help us to love You and to love others during
this season and always as we wait for Jesus to return. In Your Holy name we pray, amen.
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God is spirit, and
those who worship
Him must worship in
Spirit and in truth.

John 4:24
csb

but in the hope of the world, Christ Jesus Himself.
As we settle our souls to gaze upon the greatest gift of all today, may we be reminded that hope Himself died
hopeless. It’s is a signpost for the loving-kindness of God the Father. Even when all seems lost, on a holy night,
a baby was sent as the Savior of the world.

“Today in the city of David a Savior was born for you, who is the Messiah,
tightly in cloth and lying in a manger.” Suddenly there was a multitude

Luke 2:11-14 csb
Hope made a way for us to know Him and be known by Him. Slowing down and gazing upwards reminds our
hearts and minds that our faith is not in the seen but the unseen. Hope that brings about a new multiethnic fam-

hope because it is ours to have. May we have eyes to see hope Himself, in the things of the world that seem
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Hope is here
and
His name
is
Jesus!

In this calendar you will learn the story of Jesus from the Old Testament leading up to His
birth. The story of Scripture has always been the story of Jesus coming to save us. Journey
with us through these Bible verses each day as we look forward to the birth of our Savior.
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